OHIRALA-PERALA :  SOME INCIDENTS  AND  EVENtS                                   71

change easily out of fear, incapable of sordid betrayal, and,
therefore, were fitter assemblage for him to pour forth his aching
heart!

In loud tones, dead earnest about himself, forceful and
impassioned in manner, and with a fiery tongue, sparkling with
super wisdom, rather of the heavens than of this earth, addressing
the trees and the divinity in them, he soon made himself audible
to the 5,000 or 6,000 men nearby, against whom he had but turned
his back a short while ago. And one by one, through one pretext
or another, those men also bestirred themselves and gradually
began to glide away from the meeting-place, unobserved by or
perhaps with the silent acquiescence of the police on guard,
and they began taking their seats under the palmyrah shelter.
Thus, within 10, 15, 30 minutes, there came slowly 10, 20, 50 and the
figure was swelling; and all along Gopalakrishnayya went on
addressing the trees and reviling the base perfidy and inhumanity
of man. And as his audience was increasing, the Police got
anxious; the tabsildar was still reading his f Rules *; people
were getting restive; and already a fifty of them had left, when
a batch of two or three was hindered in its way at one of the
exits. After a full half-hour's performance before the trees,
Gopalakrishnayya looked back for a minute and beholding the
batches struggling still to come, acclaimed in a loud voice;
" No power on earth can prevent a determined soul from coming
out. Those who are willing shall not be stayed by the bayonets
of a hired constabulary ! "

Straight-away,, up rose a hundred men on all sides; and
with the aid of their hand-sticks, they felled down the loose
sandy-fencing and made a hundred pathways; and in less than
a twinkle, all the five or six thousands less their thirty [leading
men and their body-guard were restored to Gopalakrishnayya
and his Palm trees. And for full three hours or more, L e.,
till it was past 6 p. M. when the time for the panchayat election
automatically expired, the Palmyrah discourse went on in high
spirits and in great glee, while the poor tahsildar and his help-
less associates stayed on, but the panchayat itself could not
be formed.